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NATIONAL INTELLIGENCER.
THE DEFENCE OF FORT HARRISON,

Our readers have often, we presume, observed
in the public prints references to the defence of
Fort Harrison, in the year 1812, by General (then
Captain) Tavror, and may have seen some brief
accounts of the particulars of that remarkable
event; but we have ourselves met with no account
of it #o full as one which we have laiely found in
# lentueky paper, and now subjoin.  The descrip-
tion of an exploit of such unsurpassed heroism,
which foreshadowed those high military auri-
butes which have been so gloriously developed in
the subseguent eareer of the then youthful soldier,
and which have conferred on him the title of « one
who never surrenders,” will doubiless be perused
with deep interest by all our readers. In the midst
of the appalling scenes here narrated, which would
have filled with dismay, il not despair, ihe heartof
almost any other man, the young Captain said of
himself, in deseribing them, L never for one mo-
ment lost my peesence of mind.”” It is thist rare
presence of mind, offspring of the highest courage,
whicli ecnstitutes one of the most striking features
iw Gen. Taviow's character, and one of the chief
elements of his wonderiul achievements.

PO THE FRANAFORT ** coMMONWEALTH.

Tur Tesmivoxy or avy Oun Sevnirn,—The fullowing
letter, sddressed to Gov, Larcaen, has been handed to us for
pubsication. The writer is an old soldier, a citizen of Owen
couuty, and a plain old gentleman of the old echool. Ho
knows Ol Zack ; lss known him from his boyhood. Let
the young upstarts who are o ready to disparage Gen. Tax-
son give place to the writer of this letter ‘

Niw Lingnry, Seprevuen 26, 1848,

Dean #m : In & conversation with you on the subject of
the | ¢ Presidential , 1| mentioned that I had
formed an scquaintance with Gen. Taylor in the fall of 1812,

immedisiely after his memorable Jdefence of Fort Harrison.

At sour request 1 most willingly communicate iy recollections

f that pertlous conflict with his savage besiegers. ' In order to

make plain the prominent incidenis of that scene of horfor, and

to show that nothing less than the cool firmness and indomita-
ble couruge of such a man as Capt. Taylor, could successiully
have inet such an emergency, will require moro space than
you had anticipsied.  But | will condense as much as possible.

Capr. Taylor was left in command of this hastily-construct-

«d toit by Gov. Harrison, after the bettle of Tippecanoe, in

1811, It was situeted on the Wabash river, about seventy-

five miles shove Vincennes, in a central position for attack

frow al! the Indian forces ou the Illinois, Indiana, and Michi-
goo frontiers, 11 Lecume a barrier to their meditated massacre

ol not orly the frontier inhabitants, bul especially.of the eiti-

seos of Vineennes, this lwing the residence of Gov. Harrison,

who was particglarly the sbjeet of their vengeance; hoence
their deternimnation to reduce the place and slaughter the gar-
nsuil.  For several days previous to the attack small parties
would approsch the forz, under the guise of friendship and for
purposs of trade. © Capt. Taylor was too well acqueinted
with the Ludian character to be deceived by their assiduities,
' or to mstake their ulterior object. He would not adinil them
into the fort under any of their pretences.  Atlergih, wearied
with their un=uecessiul resorts o stratagem, they resolved to
concentrate their toreew (about seven hundred) and make a
bold wttack. ®oon afier 12 o'clock, oun a durk night, they
succerded in ety fire to the lower blockhouse near the
river, wh.ch contained the coutractor’s stornis. This was ei-
fected with (he greatest secrecy ; nota veil ora gun antoune-
ed their prescoce until their bellish purpose, as ther supposed,
was pear i sccomplishment.  The sentries discovered the
fire too late £ it ectinguishment, the combustible malena's

upon whick it was acting (whiskey, bacon, pork, fdour, &e.)

wore iustantl; i flames, and communicating their Jevouring

werrors tothe row of buildings sbove, which coastituted tho line
of detence vest to the river, consisting of barracks, hospital,

&e. At this awful ement the yelling of the Indiang, the

uneeiudtung discliarge of their guns, sccompauied by the burst-

ing of whiskey barrels, and the screnns of several worien who
had taken sbelter in the furt, made every heart goake, save
thet of Taylor and his brave hospital surgeon, Dr. Clarke.

At thas eritic ol and fenrful moment Taylor directed Dr. Clarke,

witlh cae or twe intrepud soldiers, 10 secend the buraing roof

and tear off the Loards, while himself and those that were able
drew water from u deep well and conveyed 1t to others above,
by which meaus, afler the most exhausting tuil, they sueced-
ed in su'dduing the further progress of the Hames. [n the
meai e, the buiding containing the con'ractor’s stores and
the sdjoiniug picket« were barnt down, leaving a bed of hrands,
coals, and ciaden, heated as thoogh jost vomited from the
bowe!s of Etng, the besiegers o.ill yelling and iiriug like in-
ternal demons.  The ready génius of Taylor iminediately set
to work puiling down the cuardhouse and s sergeant's quar-
ters for mwte ctals to form a ‘emporary bireastwork across the
consumed angle, 0 secure him from an immediate assauit
through the Lreach. Amilst the greatest consternation and
errar of \he seene two of the most able-bodied oen in the

gurmison leajed from the pickefing and rosde their escape 1o

Vincennes.  Their description of the ssssult and the fory of

the flames st the moment of their departure appalled every

beart.  All exclsiied “ Tayior and his men are masvacrad,
and the [ndivns will be down onus !  What shall be done

The Eiguth Kentocky Heg:ment was then lying a: Vineeunes,

and » number of Indimna militin, with some United Staes

rangers, ander Col. Ruswell.  The whole wera organizad as
soon ax possible, nnd Col. Russell placed himse!f at their'head,
for the relief of the garrison ; wnd Judge Parke (who was in
comumnd of some cavalry) selecied soms daring spirite like
himecli, braved every danger, and approsched nenr enough to
the fort 1o ascertain (hat its colurs were still Aying a* the top
of the tali mast to which they were attached. The Todians
wyre still hovering round the fort, though they had coased ge-
tive operations aguinst it. Upon the receipt of this itell-
genee Uol. Russel) inmodiately put in motivn the troups,
smountitg to near twelve hundred men, and with cautious
eelerity roached the fort in less than four dey«. The lodians
bad retired vpon Eosseil’s approsch, leaving behind them 1he
sad evidences of their meditaied crucity and savage ferocity,

Yoa eanuot well unagwe any thing like the picture of the

scene when we aiived at the gate of e fur.  Capt. Taylor

met us widh & pule cmaristed face, from reornt vickness and

riresistible. Tt ia w great picce of folly, apd T lock upon the

effort with mstontshment, that some newspaper seribblers, stump
orators, strcet-corner gabblers, and bar room ians are ry-
ing t0 impress the country with the cpinion that Gen. Tay-
lor wanis all the guslifications necessary to make a good Pre-
sident. Sir, the contiury is the fact. He is free, and has al-
ways been, from the school of intrigue and political manages
ment. Possessing a strong, intelligent, discriminating mind,
culiivated by a regular course of studious babits and untiring
industry, the whole built upon and sustained (not upon s plat-
form of principles presciibed by other men) by a spotless repu-
tation, flowing from integrity of pu honesty of heart, and
pure love of country. These are Gea, Taylor's qualifications ;
they are above all price,

I have thus, in a very cursory and hasty manner, lh.rr.lwn
together my thoughis and personal feelings about Gen. T'ay-
lor ; they sre not hearsay evidences of his character ; but are
Cruwn from my personal knowledge of the man.

Mot respectfully, #ir, your obedient eervant,
THOS, 8. WINGATE.

Hon. R. P. Lereusn, Ex-Governor of Kenlucky.

As un appropriate appendage to the above inler-
esting narrative, we insert from the New York
Courier and Enquirer the subjoined article on the
great baule of Buena Vista, which presents some
interesting views on that erowning glory of the
illustrious old Chief’s military exploits :

Tue Barris or Buxya Vista, —The Democratic Review
i= unguestionebly entitled (o the notoriety of Leing the first
boldly and recklessly w deny to General Tavuon the
eredit of the battle of Buena Vista ; and, if the evidence were
required of the utter hopelessness of the Locoloco cause, it
woull be apparent in this act of desperation. That *‘those
whom the gods wish to destroy they first inake mad” is s
Latin adage older than Christianity itself, and was deubtless
based upon an intimate knowledge of human nature. In all
ages reckless and unprincipled men, in the spirit of despera-
tion, coramit acts of malness and apparent insanity which
produce the véry results which they depreeate, end but for which
there might lhave been a hope at least of averting their im-
pending fate. Hence the declaration Quem Deus, &c. of the
ancients ; and it is but an illustration of this trnit in the cha-
racter of the desperately reckless and unprincipled partisan
that we find an attempt made to withhold from Gen. Tayron
the riehly-merited honors of tle battle of Buena Vista,

So far as such a proposterous assuult upon the claim of the
old Hero to (he nation's gratitude can offect the public mind,
it is beneath contempt, If the Democratic Review wers to
charge to morrow that Wasninerox was in no way instru-
mental in achieving our independence, the declaration would
be us true as i its declaration that Gen. T'ayron did not win
the battle of Duena Vista; and, what is more, the one decla-
ration woul! hate quite as much weight with the people of
the United Suates as will the other,  History tells us that the
filends of Jivisusox, in his day, did not hesitate to assail the
charaster ‘and the fame of Wassixerox ; but (he people pro
tected both, o like maoner those who profess to be the fol-
lowers of Jirisnsoy now essail the character and the fame
of Zacuany Taveon ; but, as in the early days of the repuli-
lie, the peopic will protect both from the reckless and unpriu-
cipled assaults of interested partisans, If the Father of his
Country, in bis doy, could not escape the assaults of unseru-
pulous demagogucs, why should Zacmany Taxron expeet
that their de:cendarts will permit him to pass unscathed ? It
is as natural that they should assail modest virtue and sterling
patriotism as (hat * the tree should bear fruit after its kind ;"
and it is equally patwra! that an honest and intelligeut pecple
should rise in thoir majesty and indignantly rebuke those who
would disgrace thern i theit own estimation, by mnsking them
ungrateful to 1 pudlic benefactor.

In the fearful situation of Gen. Taylor, with a foree of
more than twenty thousand regular and well-disciplined troups
aasaiiing his four thousand volunteers and only four hundred
and fifty regulics, General Wooz, or Caplain Bases, orany
commandant of 'a regiment might have lost him the victory ;
but no one of them could achieve it for him. To succeed, it
wus absolutely necessary that a/l should do their duty ; and it
was equelly neceosary that the ehief should know rw/hat that
duty was, ard when and where it was to be performed, and
give bis onders sccordingly, Beyond all doubt Capt. Bragg's
artillery, in the lust critical onslanght of the enemy, secured
to us the triumph. But who ordered that battery to open when
and where it did, unsupported, and with a full knowledge
that if the enemy were not repulsed the battle must be lost *
When Gen, Tavlor was wwid that to ** form battery” when
and where he did was Lo run the risk of losing the guns, his
weply was, ““and if the battery be not formed here instautly,
and the enemy chocked, we will not only lose the guns, but
the battle also '™ If, then, the battle of Buena Vista could
b claimed for any subordinate, Capt. Bragg probably could
exhibit the best special elaim, because it was his battery which
arrestod the enemy in his last charge.  Wool nobly did his
duty wherever it was his foriune to be ; and so did Bragg and
Belknap,and every chiel aud nearly overy soldier ; and it wns
becaure all did their duty in every pant of the field, and be-
cause Taylor was every where, pontiog out what that daty
was, end how and where to be performed ; and, above all, it
was because he had won the bearts and possessed the entire confi-
denee” of his men, and becavse Lis presence gave them the as-
surance of victory, that he was enabled to triumpli ngainst the
fearful olds arryed aguinst him,

In connexion with this subject, we republish from the

!

| Gen. Taylor kept his own counsels. On the, morning of the | to restrict Gov, Cass to $1,500 o year, he maraged to receive

powered by pumbers, when General Taylor arrived from
Saltillo, And well does Captain Bragg, in a late speech,
describe that scene.  We annex an extract from his remarks:

“To the Gaenersl-in-chief his acknowledgments were es-
pecially due, He inspired the whole army with valor and
confidence by his presence, not only at Buena Vists, but from
the opening of the war on the Rio Grande. 1t is almost im-
possible for you, gentlemen, (he said, ) to understand the cha-
racter of that man 8s a com an army. There isa
Luuiuﬁun. a firmness, a determination in his manner sod l‘g

is purposes thut go u great way in leading men to victory.

*The battle was fought ; you know the result ; but yous
never eon know the in fluence that the presence of Gen. Tfy-
lor upon the army. He alome, so it has seened to me,
could have inspired, by a presence, every soldier in the army
ax the volunteers were inapired, e in him wes
complete. He bul commanded volunteers befure, and had
been successful with them. He had never surrendered. He
bad never been whipped, and the ides got abroad that he
never could be, ‘When menwuvering my pieces athwart the
gullies—I cite this us an example of that confidence—I savy
clouds of dust about two miles from me, [ was painfully
unxions. I thought Gen. Minon had fullen on our rear and
attacked our depots, und to meet him was my first thought.
A man cune galloping up through the dust into sight scream-
ing, * Old Zuck is coming /" Every soldier gave iuvoluntury
utt to his teelings. Ol Zack came, and in fifteen
minutes the\tide of battle turned. Four thousand five hun-
dred men repulsed twenty thousand ; and to the influence of
that presence, under God, I think I am alive here to diue
with you to-day.”

Of Gen. Tavvron's modesty there can be no question. The
universal ndmiration excited by his public despatches, both in
Europe and America, is attributable malnly to their unpre-
tending modest style, and the absence of any thing like seli-
praise ; and yet, in a recent speech, when forced to refer to
the baitle of Buena Vists, he thus speaks :

“The battle of Bueua Vista, under the circumstances un-
der which it was fought, was one of the mpst trying ocea-
sions in which a soldier can be placed. [ oy say, indeed,
that I fought thet beitle with a hodter abod! my neck. 1
had been advised to fall back and occupy Monterey, which,
us I before stated, I declined, and had I been unsuccessful
that udvice would have been brought up in judgment against
me. [ declined that advice because 1 believed the result
would have been as disastrous a= a defeat.”

Put, great as were the achievements of Gen. Taylor upon
the field of Buena Vista, we must look to the events which
preceded the battle for the imperishable glory won for our
arms on that oceasion. We must look at him poring over
his insiructions from Whashington advising his retreat upon
Monterey, the effect of which he thus describes:

““ Had [ fallen ack to Monterey the whole country about
me, upon which | was greatly dependant for forage, would
have flown to arms,  Once confined in Monterey, the volun-
teers, to say nothing of the effects of the retreat upon them, |
would have become sickly and dispirited, and deprived of sll
meaps of obtaining supplies, and particulurly forage, I should
soou have not had a dragoon or artillery hurs: in my com-
mand, and, therefore, would have been compelled pltimately
to surrender, wnless tle siege could have been raised by the
return of Gen, Scott from Vera Cruz, with the trosps under
his command.

“The batule of Buenu Vista was fought on oar side by
about 450 regular troops and something upwards of 4,000
voluntvers, while they were opposed by at least 20,000 of the
enemy ; and had we lost the day / feel’:bar the whole respon-
silillity of the misfortune would have follen on my shoul-
ders.  Yet I do not wish here to censure those who placed us
in that critical situation—whether they deserve blame or not
I leave it for others 1o determine. Those who had control
over my fute in this transaction may have friends here present,
in whose opinion I would not harm them. For my own part
I am satisfied 1o hope and beliese that it wus all the result of
accident rather than of design on their part.”

Here were the reficctions of the statesmau and the general ; |
here the evidence of that superior intellect which qualifies |
him to guide be destinjes of a nation. He is no common
man ; no mere soldier, blindly obeying a far-distent power ;

e
COMMUNICATIONS.

Usionrows, Pexysyivaxia, Ocropen 17, 1848,

Grewrieves : A friend st Washington has just sent me a
pamphlet of sixteen pages, printed and circulated *¢ under
authority of the National and Jackson Democratic Associa-
tion Committee” at Washington, entitled *“ A Refutation of
Andrew Stewart's fabrications against Lewis Cass.” This
pamphlet, it seems, is copied from the ¢ Union,” where it
originally appeared as editorial.

I teel myself constrained te notice this extraordinary pam-
phlet, not so much in self vindication us in defence of Gen.
Taxron against the most gross, Jeliberate, and wilful false-
hood ever invented or utteied sgeinst any man in any age of
the world, and which when exposed cannol fail 1o react with
overwhelming effoet upon the authors and their cause. Bome
idea of the cliaracter of this pamphlet may be formed (rom the
fuct that its first page contains no less than fourteen deliberate
falsehoods and misrey tions of ds—some of which
I shall directly proceed to point out and expose. But, first
a few words in regard to General Cass's extra pay as Gover-
nor of Michigan. This I have said amounted to $64,8685.46,
but Mr. Ritchie and his comimittoe say *“ we make the whole
amount $63,990.46 ;" the difference, being ouly $875, is not
worth disputing about. Of this sum they say ** only about
£17,035.96 was for compensativn which went into General
Cass's private pocket, the balance being for expenses actually
incurred,” ; y

Now to show how utterly unfounded this suggestion is, it
is only necessary to refer to the sixteenth page of Mr. Polk's
message of the 11th of August lust, where Mr. John M. Me-
Calla himself shows that the wholo amount sctaally expended
by Gov. Cass for office rent, fuel, quariers, clerk hire, house-
rendy wood, rent of council chamnber, rations for Indians,
&e. amounted, during the first eight years of his official term,
to only $2,162.80, being less than $271 a year, which Gen.
Cass regularly charged to the Governmeat, and which was as
regularly repaid to him., -

In 1821, eight years afier Gov. Cass's appointment, he
made s general charge against the Government of $1,600 a
year for fuel, office rent, &c., and $730 for rations—making
$2,230 a year for the whole eight years, from which the $271
u year actually disbursed and repaid to Gen. Cass was de-
ducted, os stated by Mr. McCalla, p. 16, thus—
“Eight years st$1,500.. ........c0000ennns
2920 duys, at ten rations per day, at 20 cents. . . .

17,840 00
1,276 33

From which is deducted.................

Being a part of the above sum of $2,162.30 re-

ceived by Gov. Cass from the United States

during the cight years aforesaid, and leaving a
hnlmwof.‘................' ............ 16,563 67
clear profits, which went into ** Gov, Cass’s private pocket,”
and which be continued to receive with §770 a year additional
for ten years, until he was appointed Secretary of War in 1831,
smounting, with $12,000 of other extras, to $63,990.46, as
admitted by Messrs. Ritchie & Co. To which add the
$2,162.33 previously received by Gov. Cuss for Lis actual dis-
bursements, making an aggregute of $6¢,152.79 received over
and above his legal salary, and without the suthority or sanc-
tion of law.

During the whole eightesn years that Gen. Cass held the
office of Governor of Mickigan no application was ever made
to Congress to sanction these enormous exira charges by an
appropriation to pay them, but the whole was taken .out of
the appropriutions made for the Indisns. Congress having,
however, in some way discovered these ahuses in 1821, re-
stricted these appropriations to their legitimate objects. In

no inachine, passively yielding to the impulses of brute force. |
On the contrary, he lovked into the future and calculated re- |
sults to himrelf, to his army, and to the whole nation, and
then acted accordingly. Bat his modesty does not permit
him to tell the whole stwory of his military foresight and stra- |
tegy ; and we therefore may add here a fact recited tous by
our friend, Col. (now fien.) Belknap, Inspector General at
the battle of Buena Vista, and during the whole campaiga |
on the Rio Grande. |
“We all expected,” says Gen. Belknap, “to give Santa |
Anna battle at Agus Nueva, or in its immediate vicinity; Lut |

consequence of which Mr. Calhoun, then Secretary of War,
addrezsed the following letter to Mr. Cass, dated the 29:h of
May, 1882 : ]

**In conscquence of the temper manifested in Congress, at
the late ses«ion, in relation to allowances made to Governors
of Territories as snperintendents of Indian affairs, and also of
the reduced appropriation which has been made for the Indian
Department, it is deemed advisable to reduce those allowanees,
The ten rations per day which formed a part of the allowance

never received one Jollar of exira pay, I refer to House Docu-
ment No, 6, 3d session 27th Congress, and No, 18, 1st session
28th Congress, appended to President Polk’s message, giving
all the exira pay of all the officers of the army, snd proving
that General Taylor never received one dollar of extra pay.
Avd this further appears by the following certificate, furnish-
ed by an officer of the House :

“Aveusr 8, 1848.—1 certily that,; v evamination of
House Documents No. 6, 3¢ session 27th Coogress, and No,
18, 1st session 28ih Copgress, giving all the *“extra allow-
m;:l'd t all the oflicers of the army and governors of
Terri friom the organization of the Department of War,
te the 28th February, 184%, the name of Zachary Taylor is
not to be found in either of said reports.”

I hove said nothing of Gieneral Cass’s private life or cha.
racter ; I have spoken only of his official conduct in a high
and responsibly office under the Government. This is a fair
und legitimate subject for public examinution. How are the
people to judge of the fitness and qualifications of a man fog,
one high office but by looking to the manner in which he hus
discharged the duties of others 1 have stated nothing but
facts derived fiom official records, to which I have referred,
and defy refutition. Au rogards myself, I care nothing for
the Billingsgateabuse of n venal and profligute press; it passes
by me as idle wind ; bat when they attempt by gross false-
hoods to injure ‘he fair fame of one of the purest and best men
of the age, it shall not pass uanoticeds

Reserving for ‘another letter the correction of some of the
other falsehoods sontained in this pamphlet,

I remain yoars, &e. A. BSTEWART.

| ASTRONOMICAL.

COMMUNICATER FOI THE NATIONAL INTELLIGENCEW.
Tue Missive Prawer.—Panis, Sgrrewuen 15, —The
only sittings of the Academy of late in which there waé any-
thing worth recording, and even this was not of a practical
character, were those of the 29th ultimo and the 11th instant,
On the former duay M. Babinet made a communication respect-
ing the planet Noptune, which hes been generally calied M.
Leverrier's planet, the discovery of it having, as it was said,
been made by him from theoretica! deductions, which astonish-
ed and delighted the scientific public. What M. Leverrier
had inferred from the action on other planets of some body
which ought to exist was verified, at least 50 it was thought
at the time, by actual vision. Neptune was actually gsen b
other astronomers, and the honor of the theorist obtained a
ditiona| lustre. But it from the communication of M.
Babinet that this is not the planet of M. Leverier. He had
placed his planel ut a distance from the sun equal to 36 Gmes
the limit of the terrestial orbil ; Neptune revolves at a distance
oqual to 30 times of these limits, which makes a difference of
nearly 200,000,000 of leagues. M. Leverrier had assigned
to his planet a body equal to 38 times that of the earth. Nep-
tune has only one-third of this volume. M. Leverrier had
stated the revolution of his planet round the sun to take place
in 217 years. Neptune performs its revolution in 164 years.
Thus, then, Neptune is not M. Lgverrier’s planet, and ail his
theory as regards that planet falls to the ground. M. Lever-
rier may find another planet, but it will not answer the caleu-
lations which he had made for Neptune. In the sitting of
the 14th M. Leverrier noticed the communieation of M. Babi-
net, and to a great extent admitted bis own error. He com-
plains, indeed, that much of what he said wos taken in too
absolute a sense, bul he evinces much more candor than
might have been expected of a disappointed explorer. M.
Leverrier inay console himself with the refloction that, if he
has not been so successful us he thought he had been, others
might have been equally unsuccessful, und, as he has still be-
fore him an immense field for the excreise of obeervation and
caleulation, we may hope that he will soon inake some diu:
covery which will remove the vexation of his present dis-
appointment.
The following particulars, in addition t» the sbove, will be
interesting o those who foel a just prids in the progress of
American science—to those who, recognising the duty and
the desire of every great nation to make its nwn contribations
to the general cause of learning and the arts, and for the
“ diffusion of knowledge among men,” regard the reputation
of theis scientific teachers and leaders as the property of the
country, to be defended with the saie zesl againet falre im-
putations and attack as the integrity of the national soil or the
honor of the national flag.

I the sitting of the French Academy of the 21st August,
the one preceding the first referred to in the above extract,
M. Banixer uses the following langnage, translated from

to you will be accordingly discontinded, and the allowance of

$1,500 only for clerk hire, office rent, &c. will be continued

from the last settlement,” ;
Strange as it may seem, from the date of this letter, in*ended

the ** Compte Rendu :"  **The ilentity of the planet Nep-
¢ tune with the theoretical plunet which, by the labors of
¢ Messis, Le Verrier and Adams, bot especislly by those of
“ the French sstronomer, was made to sccount so admirably

218, however, orders were given to fall back to Busna Vista, $3,000, instead of $1,500, from that time vp to the end of ; ¢ for the pertorbations of Uranus, being no longer admitted by

when Gen. Taylor thus explained to me his views. *We
know,’ s2id he, *that Sunta Anna is short of provisions ; he
knows precisely our position, and he expects Lo light us this
afiernoon.  This morning, therclore, he will probably give to

Lis service in 1831. It was managed in this way. He ac- |
q 1 in this decision, snd received his $1,500 a year for
about seven years, then iu 1828, a favorable opportunity offer-
ing, he brought forward anotber claim of $1,500 a year for

* any une on account of the enormous discrepancies showa to
¢ exist hetween the sctnal star and the theoretical star in re-
* spect of the mass, the time of revolution, the distance from
* the sun, the eccentricity, and even the longitude. (except-

hi saldiers ail his remsining rations, pm Wt & sup- | services alleged to have been rendered beyond the territorial | © ing for the epoch of the discovery by Mr. Galle and of the
per from our stores.  Now, then, we will fall back 1o Buena | limits of Michigan, which he ran Lack to the time Lis rations | © observations of Mr. Challis, or & few yea:s before and af-

Vista, where 1 always intended 1o give him battle. He will
arrive here to-night with his men tired and hangry; and to-
moirow they must inake a hard day’s march and fight us upon
empty stomachs, and thus lessen the enormous dispa-ity be-
twoen out forres.” We moved accordingly,” added Gen.
Belknap, **and to the foresight and surategy of Gen. Taylor,
as well as to his indomitsble coolaews and daring on the field
of battle, is measurably attributable our unparalleled victory.”

Aad every military man will at once perceive the incalou-
lable value of this foresight nd admirable generalstip on the |
part of General Taylor. Considering the fearful ods anayed |

Courier and Enquirer of the 11th May, 1847, the following |
remarks. “I'hey were the result of reflection when ali the |
events of the battle were fresh in the recolleciion of the whole |
country ; and we may add that the comclusions arrived at in
these remarks, were so wich in accordanes with the publie
srntiment sl the time, thet nine-tenths of the papers in the
United States, republished 10d endorsed what we wrote, ac-
compunied generally, wilh comphmentary remarks to the
writer. Many of those very presses, now that Gen. Tarron
is the eandidate for the Fresidency, are losning themselves to
the vi'e elonder that another is entitled o the credit of the
battle of Buena Vista !
FROM THE COURIER AND ENQUIRER oF wav 11,
“ Tur Barrix or Bienna Gouro,—We wore made noci-

dentally 1o say yesterday, that this seems 1o be the most beid-
liwn? uifxir of the war. Not so. Gen. Scott necomplished
ali that Napol or Wellington couk! have accomplished

under similar circumstances ; and so at Vera Cruz. Bot
thase affuire 2annot be compared o Buenu Vista.  That was,
st gether, n very different concern, sod oflered an opportuni-

hardship o bat upon bie woble brow et the compi y oi
the bero and soudier, and white we ok him by the hand the
*hug toar stole sientiy down his isnly cheek. | ean nover
faget the emotons of my own heart on thal sslemn secasion.
Thwe wtiple garnman consstod ol shout sigty -five et sl wome
women end chi dren, twoethirds of whoun were o the sick
Tty and Cagr. Tuybor umsell bhad sufferd much from de-
eas.  From te burnias of the contractnr’s stores wotil their
relief the whole garnmon sulnisted on green oorn, olinined
from the sdpining praire, ol faring shike, Cagt. Vaylor set-
m.{ the lirwl eunmgle o ot ars ated beriitide.

No man evet moty wmphitcl agoyed e sllwtion amd
Love of bin solde r than Capt. Tagior: he was sstocmnd o4 8
fathwr . his commands wete o wayvs govem in e uild Lo s of
paren sl awkorny, and dudeae wer repdendd by ol with
slurr'y pued delight ’

Much has teen snid sbout G, Taylor's mentsl snd oull-
Vabed O N, 0 MES Wee et e whenged (et b e
Yeon, o mae pewspuper seriliens see to be belmved, |
prodess 1 know smaribong slowt com t the e referred Lo
e Lowing 0 podtion 10 the sl deporiment of the .
[ had freaues gt aai 0w of fommonn cnehip with bim.
wos rther inelioed b o thoughitel ter ity | weer sgaged

o bght or fvidegs converagiba o gece sl mdew wn his
whale spprarncon, ol Lis wonds sl setons -gave o sinking
corpondense o e enimscale of We cun Wie ey,
Wiarl mes prerty aege, coptel ad Ww v vesedd wotle o
the ot Lapmmnt agler e whech angage the yoen s of the

Wt et giar Garbi] hombedge. sos bhas bosane w‘

were cecuped @ith enst indostry w e pereal.  Mes e
mstaken A ey oo ppene ot Giae. Toolor Dae whonw
bis eperpms atns poowern of miad 10 e o wnee of wa

for from 0. Fow mwn of wur countey of Gion. Taglor's age,

ot the G o1 whieh | spmak, e ioing e sonee e o 3ot
-‘mtw..lﬂ“h#muﬁ

g neryl ! hncwiedge than e passen! . ool b w

v, doady balas il 1 wrong teiertusl atidon meqts,

were Mopted 1e e growh of teose e aetio:

which st this early age %o ws g giy dewe bogng (hersmmivos

In eocial converanon L. [ayior was s sconingly

u.mhzr pomors of wit o

of geraus, but l-:"n—l.h

ke ot -

Aueties
®as e ipmirat-
e
His manrer 1 do-
e oan

e e
o, et e eflect wae | that Wool, sod all Lis gallant sssocistes, were litoraily over-

| t¥ for distinetion which very iarely oceurs in whole centaries
of war,  Mont , Vera Cruz, avd Sierre frardy, are of the
wame luwe of here the vietors did sl that men conld
accomphish—sli that circumstances would permit. Bt Buena
Vista ix snother Marathon ; it is sui generis—it stands alone
g the many wonderful defences which history recnrds ;
aud, 1 sl homen probability, eenturies inay elapss without
an opportunity offering for such another signal tnumph, We
i loak in wain for any thing of the kind in the battles of the Re-
volution, or the war of 1813 ; and evon Buiopean hintory
offers notliing superior, if thers Le any thing equsl to it,
| “Bul, says o correspondent, Genersl Beott, had he been
| thove, wonll have sccomplished (he same grest work., Not
]u boour judguent. General Seott wonld nobly bave dane
b duty | bot aeither he aor General Taylor could have made
I that detenre withou! tue preatipe of the gallant schieviments
[ of Pabs Al Resacn do bs Paima, and Monterey. There tny
the seort of Taylor's ruccrss. He powsames ‘he extnord-
waty power. o sldom bewowed npon mar, of inspiring his
| vy with (oe convieian (hat where he s defent is impossihis,
| The Franch wor ivineitle when Napalem was in the fisld,
wotll WP b Musmin campuign. It was only pecesary 1g
| emow that the ** Linie Corpornl” wis in the fight, o =1 1he
| mon 10 enlevisting o what heur the victory would be way |
Ardwo 8 wus ot Burma Vida. The veteran and g0linot
{ Wonl dud ol that Sear ar wng man could have done . the
owly pat of the dey ;o gnd yei when Taylor eame on the
[-H bt e were actually giving way 1o the m"‘ﬂ'!n.lh‘ |
rapher of the foe.  The mery presence of General Taylor, l
| howevet, butied e cuirnat of ovenin, and gave us victory in.
wionl of defost. The ** Listie Corporal” was on the ground,
mal Lie sdtier s Unsught e more of retreql.

o Saeh b the lndery of Neena Vista ; and sll wha resd it
uaderesnd ngly, must concede that ever, Geeral Taylor wongld
ot huve wou that glorious fiekl but for his previoue vietor e,
No other Genersl could huve sved o aemy on that oceasinn:
ol he saved i ond coveond the eouniry with glory, by rewson
of what he ba previonusly secomplished. ;

“ We rpost, therelors, that bis succoss st Burna | in

]mm&uhf“uflﬂ ol the exirvondi.
quality o iupressing his men with & confidence of sye.
which sdwite of uo defent, and which Las s rarely beon

possssed by man ; and we intend 0o disrespect 15 others when
we say et he is the only man living whe conld bave won thy;
Lattle—which w comtaidy witheut any parallel in modern his.
z,“*h.hdlk* probabitity, will stand islawed
slune on the page of history fur conturies to come, ™

Wihat was historics! wrath then, i, we apprebiond, no less

historicolly true now.  Then it was sdmitted on all hands

| &e., given off by ordinary coal gas, not only affecting the

againet him, the omission of this piece of strategy, o indeed |
any omission whatever, either bolore or duwring the battle,
would have ensured defeat ; while to have obeyed blindly the
orders of the War Department, and to have shut himself opin I
Monterey, would have been 1o cover himsell and the country
with disgrace, and to have proerastinated the war until this
time. To him, end to him alone, as the chief, is due the cro-
dit of the glorious victory of Buena Vista. All under him
nobly, gallantly, gloriousty did their duty ; but all would not
have availed if “Old Zack " had pot commanded.

e ———

Maxvracrong or Gas yuox Waren.—We were much
pleased with a descriptive lecture, at the Polytechnic [ustitu-
tion, sccompanied by a working model of a new hydro-carbon
gas apparstus, patented by Mr. Stephen White, for tho manu-
facture of gas from water and common tar or resin, &c¢. The
invention appears to be a very valasble one, and was ubiy ax-
plained in it various poiuts by Dr. Ryan, the able coadjutor
of Mr. Isham Baggs at this iostitution. The spparatus con-
siste of three retorts P!audinamn,tweof are filled
with charcoal and thin pieces of iron, and the other with iron
chains banging from a centre bar. "Che two first rotoris are
for the decomporition of water, Which is regularly supplicd by |
menns of & syphon-pipe, passing through and into the centre
of the retort; the water, in paseing through the heated ma-
terisl, becomes converted in pure hydrogen aud peroxide of
earhon, Tt then passes into the third retort, to receive its dose
of bi-carburet of hydrogen, which is prepared from common
tar, or melted resin, or similar substances pas<ing or dropping
on the red hot chain, from a syphon tube, which regulates jis
supply.  This causes the tar, or roelted resin, to throw off an 1
abundance of bi-carburet of hydrogen gas. The gasea being
mixed in this manner are immediately conveyed into the gas- |
ometer for use, without any purifying vessels whatever, none |
uired, The great advantages arising from this in- i

t req

-::gun appear 1o be the small, simple, and cheap apparatus
required, and the beautiful, clear, and bright light produced,
surpassing the ordinary coal gas ; aleo, its perfect purity, being
free from any nuisance in ite manufactore, snd above all, so
pure and innoxious, that it may be bumt in sny private room
without the least ill effocts or smoke resuling from it. The
apparstos may bo used, and the gas made, in nny private man-
siors, churches, or manufactories, and on any scalo, from 5to
1,000 lights or more, ns wall for ;lil:ﬂ and towns. Asa
sunitary mensure it cannot be too hly appreciated, when
wa copsider the thousands who inhle the fames,
consisting of salphuric acid, sulphurous acid gas, ammonin,

health of n mass of individuals, but injuring the goods of
jewellars, ﬂmm'llllnl. wnd drapers, books, prints, pictures,
furnitare, and a variety of other orticles. Thin gus can be
made and supplied at a price considerably less than that of
conl ges. Thus we see accomplished the foratelling of that
eminent chemist and philosoplier, the late Sir Humphrey
vy, * that tl-llunu future time gas would be genera! mﬁﬂl!
water for general parposes, surpassing coal gas in brilliancy
and purity.”— l.'mwdm Min. Jour.

o[ think that every Christian citizen is under obligation
1o vote in every case where a public officer is to be chosen.
The happiness and virtue of the community, no less than the
wocurity of property, depends greafly on the character of the
rongistracy. If I am injored in person or property by a
wicked public officer, I have a right to complain of my fel-
low-citizens who gave him suthority over me, or who,
when it was in their power, did not prevent his election. A
Christian in this country, above all others, has a duty to per-
furm inAhis matter, and he disobeys the commardment in the

| his office expired in 1831,

| sheer fabiication, without a shadow of foundation in truth, and

tinued to receive, with his other $1,500 extra salary, up W
the time he went into the War Office in 1831, So that his
extra ullowances, instead of being reduced as was intended by
Mr. Calbovn, to $1,500, were actually increased to 3,000 a
year, which he continued to receive with eight dollars a day
! and forty cents n mile for travelling in negotiating treaties with
| Indians, amounting to $12,000 more for some ten years, when

To show the extravagant charscter of these extra charges
made by Gov. Cass, it is sufficient to state the single fact, I
proved by the records referrad to, that Gen, Cass, while Gov. |
ernor of Michigan, actually received more in the shape of |
¢ extra charges” than double the amount paid to all the other
Governors of all the other Territories of the United States for
simsilar ecrvices from the foundation of the G ment up to
the present time,

The late memage of President Polk, having compelled Mr.
Ritchie and the committee to admit the amount of extras re-
ceived by Gov. Cass, they now attempt to justify or excuse
him by fabricating one of the most base and harefaced slaaders |
agninst Gen. Taylor that was ever conceived or uttered. They
assert that in addition to his regular pay of. 393,421.84 Gen,
Tuylor received $74,864 exdra pay.

Now I distinctly assert that this charge of $74,864 of extra
pay against Gen. Taylor, in adlition 1o his regular pay, is a

uiterly disproved by the very documents they refer to to sup-
port it. I mot only assert that this charge against Gen. Tay-
lor is false in all its parts, but I will undortake to pay out of
my own pocket every dollar that Mr. Ritchie and his coadju-
tors can prove of this charge of §74,864 extra pay received by
Gen. Taylor, in sddition to his regular pay, amounting to
$03,421.84, makiog, s they have alleged, an aggrogate of
#108,2806.84, provided they will agree to acknowledge the
falsobiood if they fail to establish the charge. Must not the
deliberate fabrication of such falsehoods to desiroy the repata-
tion of General Taylor, one of the purest, hinvest, and best
men of our country, destroy all confidence in statements eina-
nating from this eource in fature’ That there may be no
mistake | give the charge made against General Taylor in the
very words of the pamphlet, ns follows :

“The reader may well imagine the aggregate amount of
money druwn from the public ‘T'reasury by Gen. Taylor, if b
added to his allowsnces his regular pay for more than forty
years of all its grades, from that of a lieutonant 1o a major-
general.  In the addenda to Stewa:t's speech his regular pay
i stated at $03,421.84.  Stewart, to make his cace n fair one,
no doubt reduced this nggregate to the lowest ecale.  But as-
suming i' to be true, the uddition of this amount, $03,421.84
regular pay, to the allowances of £74,864 proved by the re-
cord, will make the handsome sum of $168, 285, ¥4—one han-
dred and sixiy-eight thousand two hundred and eighty-five
dollars and eighty -four eents received by Gen. Taylor,”

Now it is thie additional charge of 74,664 of extra pay
that [ say in utterly false and unfounded, every dollar aml
every cent, of which | have agreed to pay, and on the ternm
mentioned, every dollar they can establish “‘by the record” to be
true.  These gentlemen farther assert that * Andrew Siewnrt
and bis condjutors, finding that the report not only did not sua-
tain his stat ts, but axpoecd its utter groundlessness, and
p I an aggregate of extra nllowances against Gonoral
Taylor exceeding those fabricated by Stowsrt agsinst General
Cuss, precented the pulblication of the document,” when ex-
actly the revecse of this is the fact. Finding the docament
did sustain every cont charged sgainst General Cass, and
showed not ope cent of extra pay ever received by General
Taylor, ** Andrew Stewart and his coadjutors” did not pre-
vant, but procured the publication of the document, a copy
of which, end “* ordered to be printed,” is in the hands
of evary member of Congress in the United States,  Yet Rit-
chie & Co. say it was suppressed, and they no doubt now
wrish it had been, as it detects and exposes their faleshoods,

| were stopped by Mr. Calhoun in 1822, and which he eon- | “ter,”) &c. In his remarks upon the communication of M.

Babinet, from which the precoding extruct is taken, M. Le
Verrier (at the same sitting) says : il Dy selecting at conve-
* pience the elements of Neptuns-bgtween the limits 1o which
¢ the direct observations of the planet and of its eatellite re-
* strain them af fhis day, [the italics are M. Lé Verrier's,)
‘we are enabled to satisfy completely the observations of
* Uranus and of Neptune.”

The elements selected by M. Le Verrier are undoobtedly
those upon which the computations of Professor Pierce were
based, and they include the mass of 1-20,000, Jetermined by
Prof. Pierce from the observations of the Cambridge (Mass.)
Observatory, which alone can satisfy the modern and ancient
observations of [[ranus, and make Neptune sccount for its
perturbations.

The results of Professor Pietce’s computstions were pub-
lished in this country on the 24th of March, and appeared in
the 637th No. of the Asts ische Nachrichten, on the 25th
of May, three months before this sitting of the Acadomy.

Thus the entire correctness of the first announcement of
Prof. Pierce that the placet Neptune ie not the planet of Le
Verrier's theory is confirmad by the authority of the French
Arademy, and the admission of Le Verrier himself.

The part taken by American astronomers in these discus-
sions (I meac that part which is beneficial to science and ho-
norable to the country) has been distinguished by its prece-
dence, its sagacity, its boldners, and, above all, (without
whieh e/l is nothing,) by its troth, Tt has not been deficient
in generosity. In his communication of April 4th to the
Amierican Academy, Prof. Pierce does ample justico to the
““most profound anslytical researches of Lo Verier and
¢ Adams, the results of which are perfectly correct for the as-
¢ sumption to which they are limited ; these bold and brilliant
¢ attempts richly entitle their aothors to all the eclat that has
¢ hoen lavished upon them.” But ho jostly observes : * The
¢ fair consideration of this question cannot be made without
¢ recalling the true office and position of geome'ry in scienes,
¢ which alone entitles il to the appellation of the key of
¢ the physieal world. Mathiomatics is the science of exact
¢ measurement | accuracy is its sale aim and objeet ; and it is
¢ this which places it in harmony with a crestion which is
' subject to perfect law and undevisting order. An inaccu-
¢ rute result eannot be n geometrical one ; a result inaccurate
* beyoud certain woll-defined limits does not belong to the
* exnot ecience : an inconsistency which exceeds a certain
* amount may not le neglected by him who deals with no-
¢ thing but more or Las, without disturbing the very founda-
* tions of his faith.” C. H.D.

Ixrowrant Ducisiox—~Guace ox Bienr-nines.—In the
New York city Court of Common Pleas, on the 9th instant,
the following important decigion was made :

Alsoson Trask .. Warwick Martin and Joseph 8. Lake.
This was a suit on 4 sight-bill drawn by Moriin & Co., New
Orleans, on Jossph ». Lake & Ci., of New York. The
cause was tried in the New York Common Pleas, before Judge
Ingraham, on the Oth instant,  E. Terry, Esq., for the plain-
lifls, produced the original draft, proved the signatures of the
drawers, that the il was presented for payment, and notice
given and heee rested the case,  Edwards Piorrepont, Eeq.,
the defendant’s counsel, thereupon moved for a nonsuit on the
ground that the bill had not been presented for acceptance,
and thet grace had not been allowed ; and insisted that sight-
bills were onfited to the same days of grace ss time-bills ;

fortifying this posi citingg many English and American
autharities, r-Co;,l,uhuhoﬂinglblu-endIlﬂﬁ.'
ment, the position taken by the defendunt’s counsel

and granted the nonsnit,

The barque Joha W. Carter cleared from New York on
Tuesday, coastivise, for California, with an involes some three
yards in length, and ovor seventy thoussnd dollars in amount.
Her cargo wouid supply a very extensive eountry store, com-
prebending almost évery article in every line of business known

text if he does not perform it.”"—Pregident Wayland,

A

For conclusive evidence of the fact that General Taylor

to our merchants,—Journal of Commerce.

FROM OUR NEW,YORK CORRESPONDENT,

New York, Ocroses 18, 1848, <

The third week of the Fair opens to-day with Lright skies
and bright prospects us usual. As for the weather, it is fine
Indian summer, and the attendance is as yet undiminished.
Among the visiters one day lust week, Gen, Scorr, sccompa-
nied by two daughters, made the tour of the Giarden, and
expressed himsell much gratified with the exhibition. | was
glad to see the General looking in betier health. Mr. Wen-
sTxn is in town, and is expected to visit the Fair this even-
ing or lo-morrow. Mr. Secretuy Masox is also expected
here to-night, and some other persons in public station, who
will probably have a look to-morrow. The inicrest of the '
Fair is somewhat increased to-day by the addition of the fruit
from the Convention of Fruit-growers, which, together with
what had before been placed in the Fair, prescnts a spectacle
that might cause the eyes of Pumema herself to eparkle with
delight.

I mentioned in a former letter a monster cheese in the Fair,
It has since been labelled, and purports to have been made
by Mustin & Stone, of Austinburg, Ashtabula county, Ohio,
weighing fifleen hundred pounds, and made from the milk of
seven hundred cows. There are eoveral ather monster cheeses,
also from Ohio. That young giant State seems to be getting
& name for cheese as well as pork. The largest cheeses here
last year were from Ohio.

Several evenings in the course of the Fair there have been
competition exhibitions of fireworks on the Buttory, by Mr.
Edge and others. On Saturday evening they were uncom-
monly fine. This afternoon the excitement about the Castle
is on another of the ancient elements—not firg but water,
The show is not igneous, but aquatic. The battlements of
Castle Garden, and also the whole line of the Battery, are
now while I am writing thronged by thovsands of spectators
to witness o boat race. Four row-boats have jus: started to-
row round Bedlow's lsland and return. At the same time a
person is swimming round Castle Gurden in a newly-invent-
ed life-preserver. It consists of an entire lidia-rubber dress,
covering the whole person except the face, and so fiiled with
air that the persun easily floats on the surface of the water,
keeping both dry and warm. The grotsque appearance of
the man in the shapeless dress would have puzzled Professor
Acassiz himself to decide what class of aninals he belonged
to; and, had it been in Revolutionary times, homight perhaps
have startled a British fleet from its mooringe as effectually as
it was done on that memorable morning when

¢ They saw & score of kegs or more
Come floating down the tide, sir.”

New York, Ocroser 18, 1848,

Tue Wure Sernir 1x New Your.—As the day of elec-
tion draws nigh, which is to decide the politics anud the pros-
perity of the country for the next four yeare, and probably for
many years afterwards, the Whigs of this commercial metro--
polis are becoming more roused, more earnest, and more unit-
ed for action. They beld & meeting last evening at Vauxhall
Garden to respond to and ratify the State nominations. Though
the evening was dark, and part of the time rainy, the meet-
ing was large and spirited. Ex-Mayor Bravy presided at
the meeting in the great saloon, snd to accommodate the
masses outside two moetings were orgunized in the Garden.
There was spirited speakiog at the three stands during the.
whole evening. Among the speakers were N. B. Bruxr,
Wx.W. Camrnrrr, (late member of Congress,) Mr. Guze-
iy, of the Tribune, Enastus Buooxs, of the Eapress, and
several others. Also, very opportuncly, Mr. Moons, fresh
from the well-fought battle-fields of Pennsylvania, himself
just elected to Congress, addressed the meeting in an able and
interesting speech, proclriming the ascendency of Whig prin-
ciples in the Keystone State, and assuiing the meeting that
she would lead the Whig phalanx of States in gallant style in
the grand battle of the 7th of November. On that day he
predicted that Gieneral Tavczon would achieve & victory as
decided and glorious as that of Buena Vista.

This evening the Whigs of the First Ward are to have &
grand rally at Atlantic Garden, (This garden is opposite the
Bowling Green, near the Battery, and running from Broad-
way to Greenwich street.) A pumber of eminent speakers
are announced for the occasion. Fire-works are prepared for
the evening, and a salote of a hundred guns will be fired.
You will perceive, therefore, that the Whigs of New York
are waking up, and evineing a spirit, energy, and union that
will accomplish all that can be desired of them in the coming
contest. Let it be proclsimed for the benefit of all fence-men
throughont the land that New York and Penneylvania will
head the list for Tarron and Firisons by an overwhelming
vole, and, if they would escape being erushed by the ava- '
lanche, they must hurry and stand from under. :

Tuiwos at tee Farn.—The chronometers of Dliss and
Creighton, which have been in use some years, and are for
sale in the principal cities, secording to certificates of numer-
ous shipmasters who have tested them io all kinds of voyages,
are the most accurate and reliable articles of the kind yet pro- .
duced in any eountry ; another triumph of American skill and
ingenuity.

The Safety Steamn Pump and the Percussion Water
Ganuge of Worthington and Baker are important articles,
which should be brought to the notice of proprictors and con-
duclors of steam vessele. The latter is an jingenious contri-
vance forshowing the height of the water in the boiler, so that
the engineer can always tell at any moment the height of the
waler, and there need be no dengerof the water getting below
theproper quantity. Itisbeliovod sbis simple importantinvention
may prevent a great many explosions of boilers sng save ma-
ny lives. It isalready adopted on a number of ¢he principal
railroads in the country and many of the first-class of steam-
ers; among them the Bay State, Empire State, Hermann,
Waslington, Crescent City, California, Southeraer, &e.

LOCAL ITEMS,

Tux Avexasonra Destoxstrarron.—The turn out of re-
joicing Whigs in Alexsndria on Thurslay evening was very
extensive, and tho torchlight procession is estimated to have
been more than a mile long. Some hundred Whigs from
Washington, headed by the President of our Hough and
Ready Club, were present on the oceasion, and nlso a repre-
sentation of some three hundred Whigs from Georgetown.
It was a most enthusiastic celebration, and eloquent speeches
were delivered by Jamrs M. Camnvsiy, Esq, Covvam
Yewvorr, Esq, and Joszen H. Branuer, Erj. A num-
ber of appropriate glees were sung by Alexanddia gentlemen ;
and the delegations from this quarter, after partaking of re-
freshments furnished by the hospitable Alexandrians, return-
ed home at a seasomible hour, and without any accident hap-
pening to them. The Alexindria Whigs seem determined
that even old Virginia shall cast ber vote for Gen. TAYLOR.

Tie Svxon or Vimersia.—A meeting of the Synod of
Virginia was held in the Fourth Presbyterian Church on
Thureday evening, Rev. Willism MecLain, the modera-
tor, in the chair. The meeting hlvirqh:;n;lllullwarder.
an appropriate prayer was offered, when the Synod proceed-
od 1o the M?i'o:d new officers. + Rev. Henry Smith, of
Hanover, Virginia, wa: chosen Moderator, and Dector
James G. Hamner, of Baltimore, and Rev. Pattison Fletch-
er, of Shopardstown, Virginia, Secrstaries. The opening
sermon wes delivored by the Rev. Wm. McLain, Lis text be-
ing Phillipians 24 eapter, 12th and 13th verses. It was an
interesting diecourse, and commanded the closo attention of
all present, The daily sessions of the Synod wiil be open to
the public, beginning at nine o'clock A. M. Tt is expected
that some important matters will come up for discussion be-
fore the Synod, and its meetings will uodoubtedly be highly
intoresting.

Desrnverive Fine.—Yesterday morning, between three
and four o'elock, a wooden stable, in the occupancy of a co-
Jored man named Alfred Kiger, was discovered to be on fire.
The stable contained two valaable horses and Kigoer's huek,
togather with a quantity of hay and fodder, all of which were
destroyed. A Arame dwelling, immediately in front of the
German Cathalic Charch on Fifth streat, was also destroyed,
We understand that Mr. Langfelt, the owner of the dwelling,
was insured to the amount of $500, The dwelling of Mr.
Bernard Giveney, next door to Mr. Langfelt's house, was also
partially injured. We learn that through the praiseworthy
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